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Brief Sketch of a Candidate for the
" (ommand of Our Army.

Specific charges of ascandalous nature
-against Cen, LFONARD WOOD are numer-
ous and serious.

. But they can besifted, and by investi-
- gatiom they may be disproved.

Doubt is common and widespread as
to the validity of Gen. Woop's adver-
tised" claims to public gratitude for ser-
vices rendered.

But- further evidence may remove
these doubts, or further services may
establish a new and better claim.

Indignation is intense in many quar-
ters over the injustice to the hundreds
of honorable and experienced army of-
ficers who have been wronged by the un-
exampled promotion of this physician,

But. if supreme military genius is in
truth his, it will be the patriotic duty of
the victims of injustice to suffer and be
silent.

We can understand how all the fore-
going ‘consideratfons might be brushed
aside by m personal friendship such as
that which the former Lieutenant-Colonel
of the Rough Riders has conceived and
entertaing for the former Colonel of the
same regiment. Upon that friendship
rests still the warm glow and glamour
of the camp fire beside which the two

- friends sat when they exchanged vows
and partitioned the earth and the future
between themselves.

But can even a friendship like unto
that of TREODORE RoOOSEVELT for Dr.
LEONARD WoOD overlook the awful con-
sequences of a mistake in its estimate
of the competency of an untried and
practically inexperienced amateur gol-
dier swiftly lifted to the highest military
command?

Charges of persanal unworthiness may
be disproved, doubts as to administra-
tive merit may be diepelled, resentments
at outrageous injustice to other officers
may be stified. One doubt remains, and
with it a Yerrible responsibility on the
part of the Precident who for friend-
ship's sake takes the chances and de-
crees the appalling rirk.

It is not that the consequences of such
a mistake will fall directly upon the ar-
dent friend who has risked the experi-
ment.

They will be measured, perhaps, on
some day and field unforeseen, in the
heart blood of tens of thousands of Amer-

- fcana wnose lives have been unwittingly
sacrificed in advance to a personal fav-
orite and an unfit commander,

Homesick in Congress.

The Hon. JoBN R, THAYER of the Wor-
cester Fur Club has the honor of repre-
senting the Third Massachusetts district
in Congress. The Republican Heart-of-
the-Commonwealth intermits, The Wor-
cester Republicans rquabble and glare
at one another. So Mr. THAYER, a popu-
lar and an excellent citizen in his rather
poisy way, was elected to the Fifty-
pixth and Fifty-seventh Congresses; and
the Fifty-eighth Congress is not or-
phaned of him. When he is not hunting
rabbits or foxes in Milbury or Oakham,
he hunts the tariff or corporations. We
had supposed that he was as happy as
a man of his intelligent self-appreciation
ought to be.

Alas' even the robustious have their
troubles. Last Thursday he caught the
Speaker's eye. The Speaker wanted to
know why Mr. THAYER uprose. The
gentleman from Worcester said he rose
to a question of privilege. State it,
said the Speaker. Mr. THAYER began
to “state”:

“Mr, Speaker, sinee we have been called together
In extraordinary scssion at an extraordinary. time,
two weeks before it seemed that It was necessary —"

Evidently there is an ordinary session
of the Worcester Fur Club in November
and Mr. THAYER was vexed at being in-
terrupted by Mr. RoOOSEVELT, Mr.

interrupt, too. Mr. PAYNE made the
point of order that Mr. THAYER'S state-
ment was not a statement of a question
of personal privilege. Uncle JOE agreed,
but allowed Mr. THAYER to go on. Fin-
ally he relieved himself of this speech:
“In vicew of the fact, Mr. Speaker, that 400 men
have been here assembled for four days and sub-
stantlally nmlflnz has been accomplished, with the
prospect that fop the next four days nothing will
be accomplished; and In view of the fact that many
who live In places accessibic to the Capliol have

already returned home, and others wish to go; and |
| tenure of power.

n view of the fact that this Cuban question was
thoroughly discussed et the last sesslon and no
substantial amount of time I8 needed 0 pass or
reject this matter at the speclal sesslon, I want to
ask If a persan would be susjected of belng derelict
In duty or open to criticlsm by this House If he
should return to the qulet of his own home and the
bosom of hls own family there to be engaged In
getting up the winter's wood or mending his fences,
if they perchance nced mending, providing he
returns heme with the understanding, left with
the Chair, that he would return to the Capitol at
any time v@cn the six or elght prominent members
of Congress (who mps(llmr Congress) notitied
him thatthere would be anything to do®™

The Speaker said that Mr. THAYER'S
question of personal privilege “hardly
amounted to a faint assault upon the
dignity “of a parliamentary inquiry.”
Mr. PAYNE remarked dryly that he was
“somewhat inclined to ask unarimous
consent that the gentleman be excused
from attendance.” Nobody understood
or pitied the feelings of Mr. THAYER.
To be sure, nobody but Mr. THAYER
would have said that nothing had been
accomplished in the first four days or
would be accomplished in the next. The
plan for putting the Cuban commercial
treaty into effect was preparing. The
Committee on Ways and Means was ap-
pointed.” The bill machines, resolution
machines, memorial and petition ma-

chines were grinding out full grists.
The private pension bills were growiug
into a mountain. The Congressional
Record shows that Congress was doing
business enough. What, then, was the
matter with the gentleman from Wor-
cester? Nothing but homesickness. He
could hear the dogs barking. He wanted
to be back with the boys of the Fur
Club. He should have been excused on
account of urgent private business.

His remarks about the “six or eight
prominent members of Congress” might
geem to be the voice of envy. Nothing
of the sort. He is prominent himself
and glad of it. In his autobiography
in the Congressional Directory he con-
fesses that he “has been one of the lead-
ing lawyers in Worcester county for
many years.” He is not jealous of his
brother leaders in Congress. He pants
to make the fur fly In Barre or Sutton.
That'sall. A “turkey-shoot” Thanksgiv-
ing Day will take some of the jaundice
out of him.

Will the Democrats Oppose a Treaty
With Panama?

The proposed free coinage of silver at
the ratio of 16 to 1 was a dead issue in the
Presiclential campaign of 1000, and the
appeal made to the voters in that year
by Democratic leaders was based mainly
on the anti-imperialist demand for a
surrender of the Philippines. The re-
sult was an overwhelming victory for
Mr, McKINLEY, who obtained a majority
of 137 electoral votes, as against a ma-
jority of 95 secured four years before.
A mistake no less fatal will be made if
the Democratic steering committee of
the Senate resolve to oppose a canal
treaty with Panama and to go before the
country in 1904 with the plea that the
Spooner act required the President, on
the rejection of the former treaty by
Colombia, to open forthwith negotiations
with Costa Rica and Nicaragua for the
construction of a canal by way of Lake
Nicaragua., That act, we are told, was
mandatory, and the question as to
which some Democrats desire to invite
the judgment of the people, is whether
Mr. RooseveLT shall be suffered to
violate or evade a law.

The issue thus framed is technical
rather than substantial. It raises a
nice question for international lawyers,
rather than for laymen, to determine.
Is it true that the authority vested by
the Spooner act in the President to
negotiate for permission to construct a
canal across the American Isthmus has
lapsed because the owmership of that
Isthmus has passed from the United
States of Colombia to the Republic of
Panama? Should not the plain intent
of the act be carried out, {rrespectively
of the particular political entity which
at a given moment may possess sover-
eignty over the territory through which
the canal is8 to run? Did the Spooner
act have any other primary purpose
than to authorize the procurement of a
franchise for a canal through the Isth-
mus of Panama, provided such franchise
could be secured within a reasonable
time? Is not Mr. ROOSEVELT justified
in law and equity when he regards the
independent State of Panama as subro-
gated for the particular political entity
which happened to ocontrol the Isthmus
when the Spooner act was passed?

The common sense of the American
people will not hesitate for a moment
as to the answer which such a question
ought to receive. The reply undoubt-
edly should be in the affirmative. Any
other answer would imply that Congress,
when passing the Spooner act, not only
contemplated the construction of a canal
at Panama, but also meant to insist that
the Government then installed at Bogota
should continue to retain control of the
Isthmus at the time when the purchase
money agreed upon should be paid. It
would imply that, unless the bonus of
$10,000,000 should be received by Presi-
dent MARROQUIN, the attempt to buy a
franchise for a Panama canal should be
definitely abandoned. Such an implica-
ton would be preposterous. It was per-
fectly known to Congress, when the
Spooner bill was under discussion, that
the Colombian Administration headed
by President MARROQUIN was merely a
de facto Government, the outcome of
usurpation and violence; that it existed
in defiance of the Colombian Constitution
of 1888, and that it might be overturned
at any moment by a popular uprising;
just as the Republic of New Granada,
with which we concluded the Treaty of
1846, was overturned and superseded by
another political entity. Remembering

: ! that our rights and duties with relation
PAYNE of New York was rude enough to !

to Panama under that treaty continued
to exist, notwithstanding the transfor-
mation of the other party to the contract,
Congress took for granted that the
authority vested in the President by the
Spooner act would continue to be exer-
cised, no matter what political changes
might take place in a country which has
been for eighty years the theatre of
incessant revolution. Such an assump-
tion was inseparable from a transaction
with a de facto Government which, no-
toriously, owed to force ita precarious

Neither in the form of common sense
nor in that of international law is there
any room for doubt that the Spooner act
would have authorized Mr. ROOSEVELT
to continue negotiations—provided, in
his judgment, they could be completed
within a reasonable time—with Presi-
dent MARROQUIN'S successor, had a new
Executive been raised to power by a
popular upheaval in the Colombian
capital. How is the situation altered
by the fact that the change of govern-
ment took place at Panama instead of at
Bogota? Is not secession as legitimate
as revolution in the case of a country
like Colombia, whose history is one long
record of political separation, Pulfilled,
authorized or attempted? As we have
formerly pointed out, scarcely was the
Republic of Colombia recognized by us
in 1828, than Venezuela withdrew, nor
was it long before Quito or Ecuador foi-
lowed her example. In 1853 the Repub-
lic of New Granada adopted a Constitu-
tion by which the right was expressly
granted to every province to declare
itself independent. Subsequently to
that date, as well as previously, there
were repeated secessions, conspicuous
among the provinces which, at one time
or another, declared themselves inde-

pendent being Panama, Veragua, An-
tioquia dnd Cartagena. We were at
liberty to recognize any one of those
seceding Commonwealths, first as a de
facto and ultimately asa de jure Govern-
ment, and it would have been morally
our duty to do so had any one of them
been threatened with such sweeping
sacrifice of its vital interests as Pana-
ma suffered when the canal treaty was
rejected by the usurping Government
at Bogota.

Some Democratic newspapers have
contrasted the course pursued by Mr.
ROOSEVELT with the position taken by
Mr. CLEVELAND in his first administra-
tion, when a revolution broke out at
Panama and our Government practi-
cally sided with the central Colombian
Government against the revolutionists.
Mr. CLEVELAND took a different position
at that time because the situation was
fundamentally distinct. The inhabi-
tants of the Isthmus then had compara-
tively little to complain of, whereas at
the present juncture independence was
the alternative to ruin. Even as it was,
Mr. CLEVELAND may well have wished
that he had permitted the revolutionists
to attain their end, for in that event
the greater part of the town of Colon
might have escaped destruction by a con-
flagration. '

Morally and legally, Mr. ROOSEVELT
has a perfect right under the Spooner
act to negotiate for a canal franchise
with the political entity which has
succeeded to Colombia’s former sov-
ereignty over the Isthinus.

He Begins Well.

It is far too early to form an opinion
of the aptitucde of the Hon. JOHN SHARP
WiLL1AMS for his difficult post as minority
leader in the House of Representatives,
but his first week in that capacity makes
the judicious rejoice. He talks sense.
He wastes no time. e is alert. Best
of all, he seems to have a senge of humor.
A little dialogue, spoken in the House
Thursday, may give some idea of his
concision ard his humor. The Clerk
had just read the bill introduced by Mr.
PAYNE, the chairman of the Committee
on Ways and Means, ““to carry into effect
a convention between the United States
and the Republic of Cuba.’'' Mr, PAYNE
moved to adjourn. Mr. WiLLIAMS
wanted to ask a question. Then began
the dialogue from which this specimen
is snipped:

“Mr. WILLIAMB—You are going to call a meeting
of the Committee on Ways and Means and report
the blll the same day?

“Mr. PAYNE—Certalnly.

“Mr. WiLLIAMS—] wanted to know the magnitude
of the outrage we wou!d be expected to submit to.

“Mr. PAYNE~This 15 simply promptness, not
outrage.

“Mr. WILLTAMSB—That may be from your stand-
point, speaking In conmiparison with some other
things that have occurred.

“Mr. PAYNE—~We will be most happy to consult
with the gentleman on the matter.

“Mr. WiLLIAMB—At what hour |8 the meeting of
the committee?

“Mr. PAYNE—AL half-past 10.

“Mr. WILLIAMS—Cannot you make It ten Instead
of half-past 10 and give us half an hour longer?”

Mr. PAYNE refused to give the addi-
tional half hour. In asking for it, in
seeking to reduce the magnitude of the
outrage by thirty minutes, Mr. WILLIAMS
showed himself to be capable of the
saving grace of humor. May it continue
to flow from him spontaneously when
the occasion prompts! Largely for
want of that, regarding himself too
seriously and not having a well broken
temper, the Hon. JOE BAILEY, since so
distinguirhed in the Senate, failed as
the leader in the House,

Mr. WiLLIAMS'S predecessor, the Ho
JAMES DANIEL RICHARDSON, was
solemn a3 ISAIAH, JEREMIAH, EZEKIEL
and DANIEL pooled, and as ponderous
as ten thousand elephants followed by
thirty thousand camels carrying dic-
tionaries. The House wants to be in-
terested. At times it wants to be
amused. The man who can combine
public business with the pleasure of the
House, so to speak, who never bores it,
seldom yawps or struts or babbles, is
competent, quick of mind and slow to
anger, not keyed up too high to be in
tune with the House—that is the man to
lead. Mr. WILLIAMS may or may not
be that kind of man. At any rate, he
begins pretty well.

The Sunday Golfer.

Practically everything suits the New
York Sabbath Committee except the
Sunday golfer. The committee, round-
ing out the forty-seventh year of its
activity, declares in its annual report
that New York ranks high for its Sunday
order and quiet. In 11 only 734 ar-
rests were made for violations of the
Sunday laws, and in 1902 only 473 viola-
tors were taken up. The city's popula-
tion is 3,700,000, and the showing is a good
one; it bears out the reputation of the
community for peace, lawfulness and
order. Only the Sunday golfer merits
severe reprobation, says the committee,
but he is a pretty bad lot. The commit-
tee says of golf:

“It Is the pecullar diversion of prosperous people

who can ordinarily take thelr pleasures on any |

day of the week. There seems less excuse for it
on Sunday than for other sports of the less favored
classes.”

Justice GAYNOR, who is ever on the
alert to discover and right injustices,
asks pertinently, “Why not arrest the
golf players as well as the ball players?”
Better, why arrest the ball players at all
if they annoy no one? An Alderman
from Harlem who sees hundreds playing
golf at Van Cortlandt Park every Sun-
day threatens to prohibit their playing
if boys are not allowed to play baseball.
He is against special privileges. The
committee recognizes the justice of his
attitude:

“Hence those who Insist on Sunday golf where
other games are lllegal, Increase the class prejudices
and hatreds so deplorable at present, and on the
day which Is meant to suppress our Indlvidual
selfishness they say In substance: ‘Who cares for
the caddies, the links keepers and the objectors, It
oniy we cai Lave our Sunday sport!’
a feature of suburban life that meets with mixed
acceptance.”

This 2 ;i

They would dare to say “Who cares !

for the Alderman?"—at least not in his
presence or his district. The golfers

are as the sands of the sea in number, |

but an Alderman is greater than a mul-
titude. We advise the golfers to watch
out, or else they may find themselves

locked up. The Sabbath Committee,
plus the Alderman, can overcome all
of them.

Instructions From Alaska.

The political forehandedness of the
Republicans of Alaska must excite the
envy of the Democrats of Vermont,
whose participation in a national elec-
tion is secondary rather than direct.

Alaska has no electoral votes, and can-
not, therefore, take part in a Presidential
election. It has no such representation
in Congress, through a Territorial Dele-
gate, as'is accorded to Arizona, New
Mexico, Oklahoma and Hawaii, but it
has already elected delegutes to the
next Republican national ccnvention.
not yet called, and the time and place
for which are not 'yet determined. Here
is the communication eent from Juneau
by the Republican naticnel committee-
man for Alaska; in abeolute indiffer-
ence to recognized usages, it is addressed
to “The President, Washington, D. C.”:

“Territara convention to-day elected J. O.
REID, CHARLES 8. JORNSON, WILLIAM T. PERKINS.
W. D. GRANT, J. W. IveY, O8CAR FOOTE, Delegates
natlonal corventisn. Llnstructed for 'ROOSRVELY.™

Alaska is not entitled to take part,
except by courtesy, in the nomination of
a President and Vice-President by either
political party. The last Republican con-
vention admitted no delegates from
Alaska. The last, Democratic convention
at Kansas City had six. “Instructing”
delegates not summoned to a national
convention not yet called is certainly
a demonstration of euperior pelitical
confidence.

The Republican national committee,
which fixes the time and place for hold-
ing the next national convention, will
meet in Washington on Dec. 11,

“Speiker CANNON" sourds /s e'sy and nitural as
if 1t had bren the hubit of years.— Washington
Evening Star.

In justice to the excellent gentlemans
humble intentions, however, he should be
styled Servant CANNON until by h 8 own act
he forfeits that title. '

Although the special session of Congress
called by President ROOSEVELT has been
in existence only five business days and a
good share of its time has been taken up
in the work of organization, its members
have not neglected the neccesities of the
nation so far as public buildings are con-
cerned. Already one measure providing
for the erection of Federal buildings to
house all firet, second and third class post
offices has been introduced by Mr. ACHESON
of Pennsylvania, and thirty-two special
bills, according to the latest returns, have
been introduced for buildings in certain
towns and cities.

Deputy Police Commiseioner PIPER'S
rules of the road, designed to simplify
the m:nagement of vehicular traffic in the
streets, are reasonable and easy to enforce.
The confusion in the city thoroughfares is
due more to a lack of system in directing
the traffic than to any other cause. If the
police will enforce Capt. PIPER'S rules in-
telligently and drivers will obey them
willingly, not a lttle of the congestion and
confusion in the highways will be avoided.

e —
Cook's Voyages.

To Tas EprTor oF THER SUN—Sir: This is an
age of character bullding, and the person who
makes a speclalty of any useful venture is the
one who succeeds. Samuel Reed Cook of Rock-
port, Ind., has founded the Yankee of Golden Char-
acter Soclety. Mr. Cook s the only person in the
world who has ever secured a free life pass over
all the raliroads and steamers In the world. He
will start on Jan. 1, 1004 visiting every nation's
capital and every capital of States. His duty la
to watch the character and usefulness of every
person he meets, To compete one must not swear,
chew drink, smoke nor have any Il bablts Any
Jaborer, farmer, Inventor, teacher, benefactor,
professor or any class who makes a speclalty of
something may compete. No objections to aay
age, sex, color, nationallty or religion.

One person chosen by Mr. Cook in every mation
and one In every State of natlons will be decorated
with the honor and badge as a “Yankee of Golden
Cbaracter, uscfulness and professor In his re-
spective State and speclalty.” Furthermore, what.
ever rcasonable, worthy wish such a winner
makes will be granted through charitable per-
sons. The wish may be for education, .,a home,
&c. This soclety will Infleence the world for better
character and a speclalty of professions. People
will strive to become masters In their line and still
hold a character and win the conferred honor and
thelr respective wish,

Watch your eharacter and do something worthy,
for Samuel Reed Cook may step In your town any
day unawares and crown you a "Yankee of Golden
Character.” SAMUEL R. COOK.

ROCEPORT, Ind., Nov. 12.

The Hanover Square Stairway.

To TEE EDITOR oF THE SUN—Sir: Schoolboys
are taught that two bodles In the same space cannot
move In different directions at the same time, but
the Manhattan Elevated Rallway Company at Its
Hanover Square station seems to be operatlng
under a different principle.

The situation at that statlon In the rush hours
of the morning I8 simply disgraceful. Crowds
from the trains are herded down the platform tow-
ard the steps, only to meet the people forcing ‘helr
way up the stalrs to take uptown trains.

It would be such a stmple matter for the Man.
hattan company to put another siralway up to
that station that It Is Incomprehensible why the
comfort of the riding public does not recelve some
consideration. The statement of the company
appearing In the dally press day before yesterday
shows a sufclent amount of prosperity to warrant

the sm=ll expenditure of money. R.H.S.
NEW YORK, Nov. 14,
The Troubles of a Clipper.
70 THE EDITOR OoF TRR SUN—Sir: As a reader

for keeps of the Great Luminary, [ am In the habit
of cutting out all the articles that particularly
appeal to my Judgment as superior, and then send
ing them to friends out of town.

1 have been obliged, lately, to discontinue that
method, simply owing to the fact they were all so
superior. 1 simply draw a line around the entire
editorial page and let It go at that, H.C.M.C.

NEW YORK, Nov. 14,

The Too Imitative Cat,

A Cat, a histrionle Cat,

One fatal Day amaz*'d sat

And watched a human Mime,
A Mime ventriloquistic,

Evoke applause a goodly while
By Meows reallstic—

By common feline Catawauls

Obtaln at least some eight Recalls!

She saw “In front™ a hoary Boy
Convulsed by sheer eesthetle Joy
The while the Mime meowed,
The Mime ventriloquistic.
The hoary Boy she followed Home
For Reasons but Artistic—
(Ah! strange, strenge things are done, they say,
For Art that's writ witha u. ¢, A)

Abed the Boy had scarcely snored
When upward, outward, round she poured
A Pman sweet and clear, ’
A Pean culoglstic—
Her Soul aflame with love of Art,
Her Notes fortissimistio!
To frantie Shouts and freazied Roars
She kindly rendered six Encores.

“If imitation Catawaul
Ings youder Doy abcve enthrall
How dear to him my Art!*
The Feline thought ecstatic.
Alas! poor Girl, she dled to learn
Her Critic was erratic.
Ingrate, he went and got a Gun,
And took her lives, aye, One bg One.

The moral of this Tale?
Why, everybody knows:
The_Theatre is the Theatre, but—
At Home Is an autre Chose.
Eooxse.

gt Sl S et i e
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THECASEOF ESTES G. RATHBONE

Wasuinarow, Nov, 18.—If Eates G. Rath-
bone is & criminal, he is a man of superb
effrontery. He was arrested, tried, oon-
victed and sentsnced, in the ¢ty of Havana,
on oharges of conspiracy with Meossrs,
Noely and Reeves to defreud the Cuban
Government, then under American control.
He was released under ap amnesty bill,
which was passed by the Cuban Congress,
after having refused & propo=al for his
pardon. He declined parion on the ground
that ite aocoeptance would be construed
into an acknowledgment of the gullt
which he denied.

He came from the prison in whioh he
had been confined, declaring his purpose to
devote the remainder of his life, if neoes-
sary, to the seouring of a new trial of his
case angd th> establishment of his inno-
oenc> of the crime with which he had been
charged. He returned to the United States
ani, in furtheranoe of his declared pur-
pose, submitted to tho Congress of the
Unitad States an appeal for a Congressional
investigntion of his case. This was in
June, 19002, Tha matter was referred to
the Senate Committee on Relations with
Cuba, in whose hands it still remains. He
flled with the War Department charges
against Gen. Leonard Wood, In whieh ha
alleged that offiolal’s direct interference in
the processes of the postal case trials, in
violation of the laws under which the case
was tried. He also alleged the admission
in the trial, by the inetructions of Gen.
Wood, of ex parte testimony in violation of
the principles of both Spanish and Ameri-
can law. He aleo preferfed serious charges
of official misconduct on the parv of Gen.
Wood. All this was summarily dismissed
with the statement that *‘No answer to
the charges was required from Gen. Wood,
and none was neceasary, for it was already
known to the Secretary of War that the
chargos were in every respect without
just foundation.” Nevertheless, Gen. Wood
did file an elaborate analytical reply to the
charges. Rathbone carried his case on
appeal to the President, but received no
reply from that quarter.

The disposition of both press and public
in the United States has been to accept
the verdict of the Cuban courts, and to
regard Rathbone as a convicted criminal,
guilty of the offences charged against him.
Yet Rathbone asserts his innocence, and
declares that a fair and honest trial would
result in his full aoquittal. He claims that
he holds ample proof that Gen. Wood vio-
lated the law by direct and personal inter-
ference in the proceedings of the oourt,
and charges that official with a persistent
persecution which was largely instru-
mental in his conviction. These are mat-
ters which can be proved only by judicial
investigation, but the conditions of the
case give some ground for a bellef that a
rehearing would be no more than an act
of justice. Certainly, if he was wrong-
fully convicted, he is, as an American citi-
zen, entitled to relief from the stigma of
crime now resting upon him. If he is
guilty, it is eminently probable that a
trial, held in this country, would establish
the fact and confirm the verdict of the
Cuban court. That he is s0 earnest and
s0 persistent in his demand for a retrial,
or at least for a thorough official investi-
gation, appears as an argument in favor
of his petition. A man oonscious of his
own guilt would naturally heeitate in take
ing the risk of having his crime so posi-
tively nailed upon him.

The case, from his point of view, in-
cludes, among others, the following fea-
tures. As Director-Genoral of Posts in
Cuba, Rathbone expended, from the public
funds received by his department, certain
sums of money amounting in all to & little
more than $4,000, for a ocarriage, horses
and equipment, and their maintenance,
and for various articles of household furni-
ture. The same was done by almost every
Amerioan officlal in the island. These ex-
penditures were entered, by items, in Rath-
bone's official accounts. They were paseed
upon and approved by the local auditors,
just as were the accounts of the other
officials. That the various sums were
duly accounted for by itemised entry in
official reports is held by Rathbone‘s friends
to argue, on its face, an absence of any
criminal intent.

When the Neely scandal appeared, in-
spectors were sent from Washington to go
over the accounta of the Cuban post office.
The Washington auditor secured the ap-
proval of the local auditors, and disallowed
the expenditures in question. It is averred
that the proper course in such cases, assum-
ing the propriety of the disallowanoce,
would have been a demand upon Rathbone
for the deflolency so created. Response
not being made, and no criminal intent
being apparent, suit for recovery would
be in order. This course was not followed
in Rathbone's case. He was apprehended
on a charge of malversation of public
funds, and, akhough the amount involved
was only $4,00,, Gen. Wood, then in the
United States, tolegraphed to his repre-
sentative in Havaaa that Rathbone's bail
“ghould be at least $35,000,”

Rumors of irregularities in the Cuban
post office had been ourrent for some
weeks when inspectors were sent from
Washington to Havana to make investiga-
tion. The result was the exposure of the
Neely frauds. The examination of the
books and accounts revealed the fact that
two officials, namely, Charlee F. W. Neely
and W. H. Reeves, had deliberately and
with criminal intent plunged their hands
into the Cuban treasury. Naturally, the
revelations occasioned an intense excite-
ment, and vigorous search was made in
all directions for pouiblﬁ accomplices in
the crime. The sweep included Rathbone.
For the original charge against him, there
was substituted that of copspiracy with
those men in an attempt to\ defraud the
Government of a sum exceeding $100,000.

Neely was an appointee of
Heath, then First Assistant
General in Washington, and ha
Cuba with a personal letter of \introduc-
tion fram Heath to Rathbone, to Whom he

He was, in that letter, recomme
“a grand confidegtial man.”
strength of Heath's recommendat
was made Chief of the Bureau of Firsance.
Neely's accomplice, Reeves, was like ise
an appointee of Mr. Heath, and equally &
stranger to Rathbone until his arrival in
Havana. Upon the advice, in writing, .°f
Auditor Lawehe, Reeves was made Chie
of the Bureau of Postal Accounte.

Besides hiz assertion of innoocence, and
his demand for justice through a rehearing
of his case, Rathbone's request for a re-
opening of the matter resta broadly upon
two assertions. One of these alleges Gen.
Wood's illegal interference in the prooeed-
ings of the court by the issue of direct in-
structions to the court officials. The other
deals with the use of ez parte testimony
in the trial.

The former 3¢ thesa amartions declares
& perversion of justice and a violation of
Article 887 of the Penal Code of Cuba, then
in foroe and effect under laws issued and
established by American authority. The
article, translated, reads as follows:

An administrative or military oficial who shall
give orders or Intimations ‘o & judicial authority

relating to causes of questiond, in ocomtroversy
whose cognizance or decision s of the exclusive

~»

gw‘zmm

penalties of suspension in it8 maximum and mini-
mum degrees, and a ixie of from 638 to 6,200 posetas-

Among the documents filed by Rathbone
with the War Department, in his charges
against Gen. Wood, and also with the Sen-
ate Committee in his appeal for an inveeti-
gation, there appear a number of specifio
flluatrations of interference with the pro-
oeccings of the oourt. The following may
be cited as specimens.

May 17, 1800,

Sr. Ramon Bgranaga, Justice of First Instance,
Havana:
8in: In the case of the three employees of the
Post Ofece, arrcsted yesterday you are authorized
10 Nix the ball as follows:
In the case of K. P, Thompson . . ........... $1,000
Inthe case of B. F Moya ... ...oovviiiinns
In the case of Jorge F. Masocara.............
(Signed) LEONARD WOOD,
Military Governor.

. MaY, 28, 1900.
Sr. Ramon Baranoga, Judge of First Instance,
Harana.

SIR: Confirming the wardal tnstructions given pou
a few days since by the AMibldary Governor, In the
Post OMoc cases, he requests that you will not
proceed agelnst any persons connected with the
matter pending the (nvestigations now being
had, untld yo' recetve (nstiructions from him, or from
Mr. Conant, who 18 acting as spsclal attorney for
the Governor tn the matter
Respectfully yours

W. V. RICAARDS,
Adjutant-General.

Copics of other similar cominunications
are availablo, but these will serve as {llua-
trations,

Tho second of Rathbone's main asser-
tions concer: 8 the uee of ex parte tegtimony
in his trial. The point {8 technical and
somewhat involved. Rathbone asserts that
he can prove the use of such testimony
from the records of tha trial, The foroe
and meaning of this charg: will be made
clear by the following extract from an
official order which was tranemitted to
the court on Nov. 14, 1901, It was copied
from instructions received from Wash-
ington:

In regard to the proceedings pending against
C. F. W. Neely et al., known as the postal cases,
the Military Governor directs me to inform you
that, In case It be fhe intentlon of the prosecution
to mako use, as evidence In the trial, of testimony
applled for in the United States, you shall im-
mediately inform the proper authorities that this
cannot be allowed.

The Act of Congress passed on the 6th day of
June, 1900, for the extradition of persons accused
of crimes In any forelgn country or any territory
occupled by or under the control of the Unlted
States, provides that the authoritles who have
eontrol of those countries or territories shall guar-
antee to such persons a fair and tmpartial irial.

A trial In whlch there are used ex parte deposi-
tions given by persons when there Is no oppor-
funity to cross-examine, Is not a “fair and impartial
trial;" and accordingly, as before stated, such
depositions canmot be used at the trial.

This was signed by Col. H. L. Boott,
Adjutant-General on the staff of Gen.
Wood, acting as Milltary Governor in the
absence of his chief, in pursuance of in-
structions received from Gen. Wood.

The principle of law involved is dlearly
stated in the communication, and its sup-
port by an act of Congress is epecified.
Rathbone declares that both law and prinoi-
ple of law were violated. In support of
his declaration he cites a communication
which appears to be the conclusion of &
discussion of the matter between Gen.
Wood and the Department in Washington.
This was sent on Dec. 8, 1901, from the
office of the Cuban Secretary of Justice:
To the Audtencia of Harana:

In regard to the letter of this oMce, dated Nov.
14, 1001 (see foregolng), In relation to the cases
pending of C. F. W, Neely and others, known as
the Post Office cases, by which letter It was for-
bidden to use as evidence In the trial the resuits
of the Interrogstory letters seat 10 the United
States, the Mfifiary Governor direcis me %0 inform
wou that the said letter of the 14h of Nosember, 1901,
and (he tmsiructions thevein contained, ave dy this
letter repecled, and that the use of the results of
the Interrogatory letters are allowed in the srial
of the postal cases.

[Signed)

[Signed]

Varmd Javo
Secretary of Juatice.

In other words, it is held that the principle
of law so clearly stated in the letter of
Nov. 14, was set aside by order of the Mili-
tary Governor. It remains for Rathbone
to prove that such testimony was admitted
to the prejudice of his case. He asserts
that his conviction was due to influence
upon the courts, exercised by the Military
Governor; to the lllegal use of ez parte
testimony; and the acoeptance in tho trial
of the unsworn evidenoe of the self-con-
fessed criminal, Reeves, who turned States
evidence, and who waa, in consequence
of that, granted a full pardon by order of
Gen. Wood. (See Civil Order No.
April 24, 1902.)

An interesting sequel to all this appeared
in the public press during the month of
May, 1002. The newspapers of May 9
stated that SBenator M. A. Hanna had that
day ocalled at the White House and sub-
mitted a “formal demand” for a new trial
for Mr. E. G. Rathbone. They further
stated that documentary evidence then
submitted was “prepared at the request
of the President,” made at a conference
held on the preceding evening, when the
entire matter was fully discuseed. It is to
be assumed from the action taken by the
Preeident that there was at least a measure
of justice in the “demand.” As a result
of the incident, the following letter was
gent to Gen. Wood:

WASRINOTON, May 12, 1802.

Sir: Counsel for defendant Rathbone, In the
Post OfMce cases, has presented to the President
an application for an order by the President direct-
Ing a new trial in his client's case, upon a number
of grounds. * * ¢ *

You will accordingly promulgate an Amendment
of the Law of Criminal Procedure, substantially
In accordance with the draft Inclosed herewith,
providing for a full review by the Supreme Court
in such cases of all questions of law, fact and pro-
cedure, and authorizing In broad terms such judg-
ment by the Supreme Court as justioe may require.
Very respectfully,

ELmmv Rdor,
Secretary of War.

The order referred appeared among those
published in the Official (Jasette of Havana,
which made its appearance at a late hour
on the night of May 10, 1802, the day pre-
oceding the American withdrawal. It is
dated May 17, 1002, and appears as Section
1 of Civil Order No. 160. The Supreme
Court of Cuba is the equivalent, in its posi-
tion and general functions, of the Supreme
Court of the United States. It was created
and established by American authority
(Gen. Brooke's Order No. 41, April 14, 1898)
in place of the SBupreme Court, which, un-
der the Spanich régime, sat at Madrid.
The amendment virtually constituted that
body a trial court for the hearing and
determination of a criminal case. It transa-
formed the court of highest appeal into a
oourt of first instanee. The day which ro
quickly followed the promulgation of the
order was a holiday. At 13 o'clock, noon,
American authority ceased. Rathbone waa
released under the Ampesty bill, and re-
. ad to present his olaims for a rehearing
‘ before his own countrymen.

Summ ing the foregoing, it be
sai¥l that Rathbone’s soeh.ln:nd l:;:l,m-
hatAllilation depends upon his ability to
p & bearing and to prove:

[Stgned!

secu
1. {That his case was unduly prejudiced
and fllegally influenced by the direct in-

ooo!tbolﬂhryﬂovmor!nm

t ¢z parte testimony was pdmitted

terfe

to his \n , in the coures of the trial,
and in lviolation of of law as
declared| by the War

3. Theft he is guiltless of the crime of
which hel ‘was convioted.

All this he clatros to be able 40 provedf.

competency of courtsa of justice, aball incur the

;boan spouve- srrintpartiaihearing.
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THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY.

Cardinal Gibbons's Appeal on the Ocon.
slon of the Coming Colleotion for It,

On Sunday, Nov. 20, the first Sunday in
Advent, a collection will be taken up for )
first time, by direction of Pope Pius X., |n
all Cathollo churches of the United Stqtes
for the Catholic University at Washington,
To make the Pope's object clear und to PYe
plain to Catholice more specifically whqt
the needs of the university are, Cardina!
Gibbons, as Chancellor and as spokesman for
several members of the American hlerarchy
{asues a lettor to the Archbishopaand Bishoys,
from which we quote: '

“That these needs are fully appreciated
by the Holy Father is evident from the fact
that one qf the earlieat measures of his ponty.
ficate I in favor of the university, and that
his first communication to the hierarchy of
the United States expresses his concern for
the welfare of tais pontifical institution,

“It is plain that the sacrifices made in s
many ways for the eduocation of Catholig
youth should not have as their fAlnal resyt
the sending of those same young men, at
the most critical period of their intellectual
and moral formation, to institutions placed
beyond Catholic control. On the other hand,
it our achools and collages are to serve syg-
ceaafully the Purpom for which they have
been founded, it i3 necessary that their teach.
ers be fully nas well prepared as the teachers
In other lusuunmas of like grade, and tuis
preparation should be received under the
salutary influencs which only a well equipped
Catholie university can exert.

“The generous endowment of educatjonal
Institutions by non-Catholics is one of the
most significant movements in our national
life.  That Catholice who have contributed
#o freely to so many other needs of the Church
are ready, In respect of educational zeal, to
rival their non-Catholic fellow citizens we may
take as an assured fact. What I8 requisite
to direct thelr generosity toward the work
of higher education is clear perception of lis
imnortance and necessity.

“The university has a plant and endow.
menta, nmounun“r in all to about $2,000,000,
contributed by the generosity of our clergy
and laity. Tt (8 now necessary that we maﬁe
good what has already been done, by adding
riuch endowments as will complete the facul-
ties, meet extraordinary expenses and place
thn Institution on a peelf-sustaining basis,
For the Church [n our country to do this
would not pequire such an extraordipar
effort. And onee fully equipped the unf-
vernity would he the source of bhlessings (n-
numerable for ages to come to the young
and vigorous Church of the TUnited States,
New demands are made each vear upon the
univarsity for better equipment of the existe
ing departments, and even for the establish-
ment of other departments, without which
the several courses of Instruction mnst be
frngmentary, and for that reason in no con-
ditlon to attract the large number of students
for whom they are intended. An exhihit
of the financial condition of the university
is now being prepared, and will, as soon as

noeslble, be placed in the hands of the
Bishops, and this will be done hereafter
annually. J. Card. GIBBOXS.

“BALTIMORE, Nov. 12, 1003.

Boys From Paroehial Sehools Preferred.

To THE EpIiToR oF TERE SvN—Sir: 1 am
very much interested to see the letter of
“M. P. C.”" in this morning’s paper, comparing
the standing of boys who are the product of
the Catholic schools with those of the public

schools.

Iam a Protestant and so cannot be acoused
of blas when I say that the boys from the
New York parochial schools areas a rule
preferable as office boys to those from our
public schools. To emphasize what I say,
1 will state that we get nearly all our boys
from the former schools ng we employ
quite a large number, all told.

It might more to the point to say why
we ﬂntf the Catholic schoolboy better, and
leave the shortcomings of his public school
fellow to he judged by Inference.

His arithmetic has a_oommercial value in
rapidity and aocunog; his writing (8 uniform
and, as a rule, good; he can read with reason-
able rapidity and nccurncdv: and he can—
this is where he is far ahead of the other boy
—understand a message or imstructions, and
follow them Int«lli?en lf"

I am sufficiently familiar with the methods
used in both schools to be able to see the
PR LRI X
schools the boys get a tho
fundlm»ntnll{srBldlnl. Zm. d' n;gth-

e,

etic. They are taught to s
t"Y'm,v learn !y eir h‘tﬁea by rote nns devote

'Y cufndoml{ ong period to writing to beable

to write at least decently. hey n“ly not be

able to weave parti-colo watch fobs or,
book

ake baskets or desi covers, bu
l:r‘hnt they do they do t oroua\ly. If the
don't, it is due to the boy's inattention, whio
[ »d, as was my misbehavior at school,
unishment.
liever in the value of manual

is y
by ocorporal
Jama firm

we are spoiling a lot of very
not only in paper, water colors and wood,

but also In boys.
1t would be interesting to know {f other

business houses have had the same vxperi-

ence. A PROTEATANT BUSINESS MAN

, New York, Nov. 18.

The Lung Block.

To ram Eprror or THR SUN—Sir: 1 entirely
agree with Father Curry, the rector of 8t. James's
Church, in the remarks which he made to the Board
of Estimate on Friday relative to the “Lung Block.”
1t the city would acquire this property, raze the
bulldings, destroy by fire the germs which are
’s\wpond to exist there, and sanction the erection
even by private means, of a model tenement bouse
on lines which under those circumstances could be
very much broader and more extended than anyihing
which has ever been heretofore attempted, | have
no doubt that some public spirited man of wealth
if the matter were brought to his attentlon prop-
erly, would be only to glad to furnlsh the necessary
amount of money to erect a house which would
prove a credit allke to himself and the community.
and a lasting monument to his generosity.

Plans of such a house are in my possession, to-
gether with an approximate estimate of cost and
return upon the investment, but they are so elabor-
ate, In a sense, that [ hesitate to encroach further
upon your space by detalling them. Sufce 1t 12
say that the idea Is 8 very broad one, entlirely prac-
ticable, and that It would in the judgment of the
writer and others more competent to judge than he
go a long way toward the solution of many a prob
lem which now confronts those who work among
the so called poor.

Father Curry !s right: what these people need
1s homes, not parks.

The plans above referred to will, without hes!
tation, be shown t any who are |nterested, and
have already been indirectly brought to the at-
tention of the Tenement House Commlssion

H. A. GROESBECK,

Treasurer, the Little Mothers' Ald Assoclatioa

NEW YORE, Nov. 14,

The Canadian Woman Wins Applaunse.

To THE EDITOR O THE SUN—Sir:  All honot to
the Canadia lady—I use the term advisedly—
whose opinion of the Yankee natlon you publish
to-day!

The clear Insight of her view could hardly be
excelled by T SUN Itself, and she deserves at
the hands of us Yankees the very best that can be
glven her.

Let us hope that, If she has not already tormed
gome such plan, she will choose a “gude man” from
among us, and In that way demonstrate the beune-
ficlal effects of annexation in its highest sense.

NEW YORK, Nov. 14, J. W.

Content to Be a Smal!l Nation,
From the Toronto Gilode

The affairs of the small nation are as a rule better
managed than those of the large natlon The
people of Canada can manage their public affairs
much better under existing conditions than if thev
had to consume thelr mental energy in watching
public expenditures in Florida, Texas and the
Pribylof! Islands, or In supervising appropriations
for defensive works In Australla, Indla and th*
Stralts Scttlement. Let us have some time to d
vote to such problems as the filling of Ashbridge s
Bay and the entrance of the radiel rallways. Sucd
mental occupations are a corrective of megaio:
mania.

Manville Fenn's Reasenable Protest.
From (ke Athenaum

1 naturally enough read the commencamen’
of your article under the heading “Juvenile Books
to-day, and find myselt compelled to depart 100
my usual custom and cavil at your Introductory
words, whilo feeling a glow of satisfaction al your
remarks concerning the quality of my work. Hu!
may 1 ask you 10 add to these encomiums and tell
my “boy readers™ and others whom | may have
interested that I am not “the late Mr. Manpvil®
Fean,” but one who hopes to go on for sofe tin®
yet with “the old vigor, vivacity and variety™!

GEOROE MANVILLE FBiM

WARDS iiveisasicn A%IT: Missianary Work
in the Arctic.

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Plasse give A0
old reader some Information conoerning Christian
missions In the Esquimau settlements There i3
plenty of informasion to be had of the work among
the heathen In the warm climates, but no obe of
whom ] have inquired can give any news of ‘.9
h work I8 the cold regions. MANLY AvBORS:
WORCESTER, Mass,, Nov. 15.
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